
The Theory of Intended Evolution 
(Comments & excerpts) 

 
The theory of intended evolution was first formulated in notebook form more than 20 years ago, after many 
years it has finally been translated and put forth in a book entitled “Intended Evolution”.  The purpose here 
is to put forward some commentary and actual excerpts from the book to show some flavor of what is 
included and the truly all-encompassing nature of this work. 
 
The book simply puts forward the author’s ideas in plain and simple form, and does not include any proofs 
or “scientific” studies, but rather explains in plain language the ideas by relating them to generally 
accepted ideas about life and scientific principles.  The book ranges from general to specific, and 
challenges mainstream thinking by putting forward some general propositions about the underlying factors 
of life’s processes.  
 
A general premise is that life as we know it essentially acts as an “action potential” which is best described 
as intentional in nature, page 9: 
 

The Force of Intention as an Action Potential 

By intention, we mean the potential to determine action (e.g., change or movement) on one’s own 
initiative rather than only under the influence of some outside force. Living creatures can determine 
their actions, whereas nonliving objects cannot do so. For instance, a microbe can react to stimuli 
however a rock can only be acted on by gravity, friction, or other natural forces. The term intention 
implies perception, intelligence, and potential action and is also interrelated to each of those 
factors. Whether the word intention, as opposed to some other descriptor, is the best fit may be an 
open question because these definitions tend to be circular. Generally, intention seems the most 
appropriate term to describe many of the characteristics normally used to differentiate life from 
nonliving things. 

Other aspects of the very basics of life are addressed throughout the book, p13: 

Perception is the internal comparison, or interface, of information from the environment with the 
saved representations of previous experiences. 

A basic process of living things is to accumulate internal representations of information through 
perceptive experience.  The very nature of “information” (Chapter 2 & 3) means it can be used to 
project future outcomes on the basis of these past experiences. Action potentials can build or 
lessen on the basis of each new bit of information being used to update projections about the 
future. Before turning potential into action, an organism chooses between possible projections that 
match outcomes deemed to satisfy the current expression of its basic intentional drive (what it is 
intending at that time). In this way one of life’s basic functions is to accumulate internal 
representations of useful information about the environment for future use.  



 

The theme of intention and intelligence continues throughout the book as the context by which 
living things operate, p.17: 

CHAPTER 2 

The Information Cycle 

The theory of intended evolution suggests that the processes attributable to life, including 
evolution, are best described as being intentional in nature. In this chapter, we propose that living 
things have a continuous cycle of intentional activity for which an action potential is the underlying 
driving force. 

p. 34 & 35:  The main activity of life is recognizing useful patterns and saving internal 
representations of them for future use –snip-   We should briefly mention that the use of the terms 
pattern and information is meant to differentiate from the idea of randomness, which, by definition, 
is not recognizable to intelligent life: It is a lack of pattern or order. Anything nonrandom has a 
temporal aspect to it, because a sequence or arrangement implies that one event occurs after 
another in time.  It is this temporal, or non-random aspect of information that makes it useful in 
making projections about future outcomes… 

Intelligence has often been noticed as an attribute of all life, which implies gathering and using 
information to project future outcomes as suggested above, but also using it for dealing with the 
environment, intelligence is energetically cheap and so far in evolution seems to have few 
limitations, p56: 

…an ever-changing environment does require some continuous internal changes in order for life 
to keep functioning. To maintain its internal identity, a life form must generally continuously update 
itself because of the changing environment. Life builds itself in such a way as to retain the needed 
amount of flexibility when and where it is needed, as determined from past experience. 
Furthermore, physical flexibility has an energy cost that that limits options. 

Intelligence is a form of flexibility that operates by making behavioral changes rather than more 
extensive physical ones and is the first line of response to challenges. Based on new behaviors, 
including physical activity, action potentials can also build and be held until changes become 
possible. 

Intelligence during the evolutionary process is shared during any relationship, which is what an 
organism is seen as: cooperating, interdependent internal units.  P.76: 

 

 



CHAPTER 6 

Core Integrity and Cooperation 

As a life form becomes more complex, a greater interdependence between its internal structures 
and systems develops. Greater interdependence within a group means greater stability of the 
relationship, higher maintenance costs (from the organism-level viewpoint) for the shared 
environment, but also greater centralized perceptual abilities. This is because interdependence 
implies specialization and increased function in the area of specialty. Since this more detailed 
information is shared in the group, overall there is greater perceptive ability of the group. 

P.79:  From the viewpoint of an entire organism, homeostasis is the maintenance of stable, 
reliable, internal relationships. 

We do not know much about “intelligent design” which has been talked about in popular media 
recently, but the design metaphor is used.  P. 80: 

Intentional Self-Design 

Homeostatic systems were not developed nor do they operate only from the viewpoint of the entire 
organism in its current form. In other words, we do not imply that an organism or anything else is a 
third-party designer of internal systems.  Because it is the shared perceptive ability of interior life 
that allows an organism to act as one with respect to the external environment, external interaction 
is also perceived internally. Any external perceptions leading to a need for internal change work 
their way down to local levels through the hierarchy of environments. 

As evolution advances intelligent processes and abilities become more and more elaborate and in 
modern humans, being selected by the environment gives way to not only using it, but also 
manipulating it and then creating it, both physically, and mentally.  P. 104: 

This is where intended evolution begins to differ markedly from the idea of natural selection. It is 
especially in noting the human ability to create a “virtual environment” (in the mind) that we can 
see the need to formulate a broader theory of evolution. 

Humans are increasingly interacting with environments that they, themselves, have helped create 
and not just in their physical surroundings but also held as action potentials or projections (in the 
mind). 


